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Guidelines for Non-thesis Proposal

I. General Information

e The thesis advisor should not be involved in the idea, approaching methods and
writing of the proposal.

e Title of proposal: choose a title that is descriptive and specific rather than general. Do
not exceed 120 characters including space.

e Proposed project period: 3 years

e For terms not universally known, spell out the term the first time it is used followed by
the appropriate abbreviation in parentheses; the abbreviation may be used thereafter.

e Type the proposal single spaced. The type must be clear, readily legible and front size
is 12 point.

e Label page number consecutively at the right bottom.

I1. The Non-thesis Proposal
The research proposal should consist of in the order of all the following components: (1)
face page, (2) abstract, (3) specific aims and hypothesis to be tested, (4) background and
significance, (5) research design and methods, (6) anticipated results, (7) possible
difficulties and alternative approach, and (8) references.

1. Face page
Include title of the proposal and relevant student information. This is page one of the
proposal.

2. Abstract (1 page)
State the long-term objective and specific aims to be achieved. Briefly describe the
background that leads to the specific aims and any hypotheses to be tested. Describe
concisely the research design and methods for achieving these goals.

3. Specific aims and hypotheses to be tested (1~2 pages)
Describe concisely and realistically what specific research aims are intended to
accomplish. State any hypotheses to be tested and what approaches are used.

4. Background and significance
Briefly sketch the background of the present proposal, critically evaluate existing
knowledge, and specifically identify the gaps which the project is intended to fill. State
concisely the importance and significance of the research described in this proposal,
especially in terms of scientific contribution, uniqueness and originality.

5. Research design and methods
Describe the research design and the procedures to be used to accomplish the specific
aims of the proposal. Describe the rationale why your designs can accomplish the aims of
the proposal. Include how the data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted. Describe
any new methodology and its advantage over existing methodologies. This section should
NOT be a compilation of procedures and methods. It should be written in such a way that
original ideas, concepts, hypotheses, innovative strategies, and research design and
methods could be readily delineated. Provide a sequence or time-table for the proposed
investigations.
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6. Anticipated results
Briefly describe what anticipated results would satisfy the original hypothesis and how
these results would be important for planning the next steps in the research proposal.

7. Possible difficulties and alternative approach
Discuss the potential difficulties and limitations of the proposed methods and alternative

approaches to achieve the specific aims.

8. References
Include a complete citation for each reference in the text. Each literature citation must
include the names of authors (list all authors when there are six or fewer; if there are more
than six authors, list the first three followed by et al.), title, source (book or journal),
volume number, page numbers and year of publication. Make every attempt to be
judicious in compiling a selected, relevant, and current list of literature citations. Do not
exceed six pages.
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